
The Palestinian village of Suba 
was destroyed in July 1948 
by the Palmach (the Jewish 
paramilitary force during the 
British Mandate of Palestine, 
later assimilated into the Israel 
Defense Forces) and estab-
lished soon after as what is now 
known as Tzova, a kibbutz on 
the outskirts of Jerusalem. The 
undeveloped areas, including 
parts of the old village, are 
filled with many kinds of edible 

plants and fruit trees, making 
Suba a regular foraging spot for 
my parents.

A forager’s leftovers: 
thorny ‘akoub leaves.


